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ATTN: * * * 

Leqend: 
Taxpayer A = * * *  

* * *  Company M = 

State N = * * *  

* * *  Plan X = 

Dear * * *: 

In a letter dated November 3,2003, your authorized representative requested rulings on 
your behalf concerning the distribution restrictions under Section 1.401 (a)(4)-5(b)(3) of 
the Income Tax Regulations. 

Company M, which is incorporated under the laws of State N, maintains Plan X, a 
defined benefit plan which your authorized representative asserts is qualified under 
Section 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code ("Code") and the trust of which is tax- 
exempt under Section 501(a) of the Code. Company M is a member of an affiliated 
group of corporations as defined in Section 1.4 of Plan X. 

The normal method of payment of benefits under Plan X is in the form of a life annuity 
or a qualified joint and survivor annuity, depending upon Taxpayer A's marital status at 
the time benefit payments commence. A participant eligible for benefits, however, may 
elect certain optional methods of payment. Pursuant to Amendment 2001-1 to Plan X, 
one optional form is the payment of retirement benefits in a single cash payment. 




















